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company as a matter of moral discipline.1 The
girls were kept completely in ignorance of sex
matter^ Such things were not spoken of until
the night before marriage; then their mothers often
handed them a scroll, or makimono, on which were
pictured various sex practices. These scrolls
which were sometimes painted by famous artists,
were handed down from generation to generation
and were kept privately in lacquered boxes. Mo-
thers at this time also gave their daughters a list
of duties towards their husband: such as : "Don't
let your husband see you with your face unpaint-
ed, be obedient, get up earlier than your husband
and go after him to bed."
"The midwife must fight ignorance which
may be detrimental to the welfare of a young wife
and mother. To do this midwives must be well-
informed. One of the biggest problems of the
association is to get a law passed forbidding wo-
men who are not girls' high school graduates to
become midwives/' said Mrs. Kazami, who admit-
ted that while she does not approve of birth con-
trol, in rare cases where illness on the part of the
mother makes pregnancy dangerous, she does give'
some advice. She also advises her clients in body
1 The kuge were officials serving the Emperor at the court*